
PARKS AND GARDEN IN AND AROUND

71

PARKS
AND GARDEN

IN AND AROUND

THIRD TOUR: Parks and gardens in and around Mestre
DEPARTURE: Mestre train station
ARRIVAL: Mestre train station
DIFFICULTY: Easy
LENGTH: 38 km approx.
ROAD FUND: Both paved and unsurfaced roads 
RECOMMENDED BIKE: All except racing bikes
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VILLA TIVAN

PARCO FRANCHIN

BOSCHI OTTOLENGHI

PARCO ALBANESE

PARCO DELL’OSELLINO

PARCO SAN GIULIANO
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A slow and green tour, away 
from chaos and traffic, wan-
dering around Mestre to 
discover hidden green tre-
asures along the streets or 
just outside the urban belt, 
breathing fresh air and ad-
miring Venice in the distan-
ce, looking so close on clear 
days that it feels as if you can 
touch it. 

You can always bring a new-
spaper with you, and read it 
lying on the grass during a 
relaxing stop when you get 
off the saddle, maybe for a 
picnic. 

A gentle ride, suitable for any 
bike, better if not racing. All 
on bike paths.

THE PARK
SAN
GIULIANO
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WOOD
ZAHER

Departure is from the train station. 
You then leave the city through the 
Ca’ Marcello neighborhood which, 
we are told, will soon be connected 
to the bike path to Venice. Once an 
industrial area, this area has recently 
undergone redevelopment with the 
construction of major hotels.
 
You quickly get to Parco San Giu-
liano, a large and public green area 
facing the lagoon, stretching from 
Ponte della Libertà toward Marco 
Polo International Airport.
In addition to being a place for recre-
ation just a few steps from the city 
center, Parco San Giuliano is one of 
the most important areas for stu-
dying the lagoon environment, and 
with an extension of about 74 hecta-
res it is the largest park of the Città 
Metropolitana of Venice (the name 
stands for Venice ‘greater district’).

Quite small in size (8 hectares in all), 
it preserves an interesting flora and 
fauna that make it a miniature fo-
rest, with paths, rest areas and ob-
servation points. 



THE GOOD, THE BEAUTIFUL AND THE WELL DONE PARKS AND GARDEN IN AND AROUND

78 79

The park is full of picnic and play areas, and there are bike 
rentals, too. A truly ‘green lung’ for jogging, Nordic walking 
or riding a bike. 

You’ll probably prefer the latter, of course, and can’t wait to 
jump on the saddle and start going around, exploring it far 
and wide, along paths and footbridges. It’s beautiful and 
exciting to ride with Venice in sight! 

And if you want to see people you can always stop by Porta 
Gialla bar and restaurant.

Riding on, you soon come across Parco dell’Osellino,  loca-
ted in the Bissuola area of Mestre, between the Osellino ca-
nal (from which the park takes its name), the Acque Basse 
drainage canal and via Pertini. 

Quite small in size (8 hectares in all), it preserves an intere-
sting flora and fauna that make it a miniature forest, with 
paths, rest areas and observation points. 

Even if located just outside the city, it is very green and 
wild, with thick trees and intricate branches giving the per-
fect shade in hot days for cycling around in search of fresh 
air... just like we have done.

Not too far away, the larger but equally shady Parco della 
Bissuola welcomes you with its bike paths. Located very 
close to the city center, it looks, in size, just like the typical  
public park. 

WOOD
OSELLINO

BACK TO THE MAP
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The area has undergone reclamation 
activities for environmental recovery 
from serious degradation, financed by 
the City of Mestre under its green poli-
cy. As you can read from the signs, the 
official name of the area is Parco Alba-
nese, in memory of Police Commissioner 
Alfredo Albanese, who was murdered by 
the Italian terrorist group Brigate Rosse 
(Red Brigades) in 1980.

 It is located in a district that was once 
an independent small town, Carpenedo, 
now incorporated into the city of Mestre, 
which owes its name to the forest of hor-
nbeam trees (carpini, in Italian). 

With an extension of about 33 hectares, 
it is divided into three areas: north and 
south are predominantly wildlife, whe-
reas in the center you will find many fa-

WOOD
ALBANESE
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cilities and green areas equipped with 
every possible infrastructure for sports 
and leisure: indoor and outdoor swim-
ming pool, basketball, volleyball and 
skating rinks, bowling alley, soccer and 
tennis courts, a civic center with library, 
theater, bar, outdoor amphitheater, 
rose garden, children’s playground.

Leaving the city and Fort Cosenz you 
arrive at the Ottolenghi Franca Wo-
ods, where you can enjoy the feeling of 
being in the middle of nowhere even if 
you’re not far away at all from a relati-
vely big city like Mestre! No entertain-
ment or infrastructure for fun and spor-
ts here, but plenty of lush greenery, and 
spontaneous vegetation to enjoy. 

On the way back, a little tired maybe, 
but still willing to ride your bicycle, you 
will be able to admire the beautiful sur-
roundings and realize that the redeve-
lopment project of the City of Mestre to 
turn many areas of the city into green 
areas has been a full success. 

VILLA
FRANCHIN
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WOOD
OTTOLENGHI
FRANCA

Other than forests and parks inside and 
outside the city, small oxygen reservoirs 
are everywhere, and also manicured gar-
dens of historic private homes now open 
to the public, such as Villa Franchin, an old 
mansion (about 1575) which became pro-
perty of the Franchin family in in the 19 
hundreds, and is now a shelter home for 
women and young people. 

In the elegant garden you will find an 
aviary full of multicolored parrots, and 
many benches to sit: definitely a nice place 
to take a break in fresh air when you just 
want to rest for a while. 

Getting back to Mestre Station you will 
cross Parco Piraghetto, that is named after 
the Jewish district of Pirago. Established in 
the Eighties, with water mirrors and woo-
den bridges inside, this park is pretty big 
and welcoming. On weekends and evenin-
gs residents are entertained with musical 
events and cultural and recreational acti-
vities.
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THE ABANDONED FARMHOUSES IN PORTEGRANDI

By Germana Cabrelle

They show up in a sequence, one after the other, at a regu-
lar pace. They all have the same warm color and a similar 
structure. As you go, it looks as if they move themselves by 
in a row, frames in an old-time movie. We are speaking of 
the uninhabited, partially run down farmhouses that line 
the road between Caposile and Portegrandi, leading to the 
seaside in Jesolo and neighboring resorts. 

They all have well-wishing names written in big letters on 
the front wall:  Ca’ Fertile (“Fertile House”), Ca’ Feconda 
(“Fruitful House”), Ca’ Florida (“Thriving House”), Ca’ Risor-
ta (“Reborn House”), Ca’ Redenta (“Redeemed House”), Ca’ 
Speranza (“House of Hope”). 

These rather big farmhouses, now close to the road, date 
back to the beginning of the 20th century, when they were 
assigned to sharecroppers so that they would farm these 
salty and marshy lands that anticipate the lagoon. Today, 
although dilapidated, partly ruined and roofless, they re-
main memorable buildings that tell the history of Italy: the 
two world wars, emigration to the Americas, the economic 
and social policies of the Fascist period, the partisan move-
ment during WWII and the following evolution during the 
economic boom in the ‘60s. These huge uninhabited hou-
ses silently witness of inescapable changes in society, as 
well: from rural Italy to the arrival of industrial automation 
and the subsequent exodus from the farms. 

Like many abandoned things, these mansions  emanate  a 
decadent charm that has appealed to photographers, and 
they have become the object of photographic exhibitions. 
But they are also impressed in the memory of the people 
who admire them while passing by.

VILLA
TIVAN
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AN 80 SQ.M. MODEL RAILWAYS: FROM THE STATION OF MESTRE 
AND PORTO MARGHERA TO THE BELLUNO DOLOMITES
DON’T MISS THIS TRAIN!

By Germana Cabrelle

If railway modeling is another hobby besides your love for cycling, 
there is a miniature world in Marghera you can’t miss. By the old In-
terporto, in the building at number 21 of via dell’Elettricità (Electri-
city street, where else?), you will find an 80 square meters scale 
model of the Venetian transport system, with locomotives  and 
trains, models of the station of Mestre and Marghera and of the 
entire railway line to the towns of Quero and Vas, in the heart of the 
Dolomite mountains in the district of Belluno.

The exhibition center consists of two rooms: in the first one, you 
can find a realistic reproduction of the industrial area of Porto Mar-
ghera, with its factories and famous buildings such as Fincantieri 
and Cia (Centro Intermodale Adriatico), as well as the railway lines. 
In the second one, much larger, you will find a perfect scale mo-
del of the station of Mestre and the railway lines that go from the 
Po Valley up to the mountains, with intermediate stations in the 
countryside such as Castelfranco Veneto and Vigonza, to continue 
towards the Belluno Dolomites with the station of Quero-Vas.

It took eight years of craft work by enthusiast members of the Club 
Fermodellistico Veneziano to build this ‘jewel of railway modeling’, 
with hundreds of meters of little tracks, six rings, different techno-
logies, and with a special care of its environmental impact: every 
part was made of recycled materials and shaped by the model ma-
kers themselves according to their knowledge. No kit was used.
Lines and trains work with a digital direct current system with clas-
sic transformer, as well as with an analogical direct current system 
and also by a Marklin type alternating current system.

It is the dream of every child – but also of adults who want to go 
back to his/her childhood days – to interactively plunge into this 
fascinating world that runs on rails! Each train can be controlled 
through an App available for smartphone or tablet. 

To make everything more realistic there are also smoke-equipped 
locomotives, and you will of course hear whistles and horns.
There are really many ways to play with this railway model, no fan of 
this hobby will be disappointed. It is definitely worth a stop!

Just remember to arrange for your visit by making an appoint-
ment. Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon, the model is open to 
the public for educational purposes.
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RECIPE

STORTI OF DOLO

The inhabitants of the town of Dolo have a nickname: storti, which me-
ans “crooked, bent”. It comes from the typical biscuits of the place, cal-
led storti, that used to be so rooted in local tradition as to transfer their 
name to the people living in this town in the province of  Venice.

In turn, the biscuits are likely named after their shape, since they are 
handmade, with no mold to give them a standard form. A crispy wafer 
is prepared with flour, butter, brown sugar, eggs, lukewarm water and 
caster sugar; then wrapped into a rough cone and stuffed with whip-
ped cream.

Once a symbol of the town, they had almost disappeared in time. 

But the local pastry chefs have revalued the ancient recipe, and today 
you can taste them again… just in Dolo, of course.
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VIDEO
EXPERIENCE

DOWNWLOAD
GPX TRACK
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